
Starting a Garden: Guides and Resources 

 
Whether you wish to start a school garden or just want to make space at home, this set of curated 

resources has the right information for you!  

 

Resources have been divided into the following categories:  

 School Gardens 

 General Garden Tips and Tricks 

 Small Space Gardens 

 Herb Gardens 

 Raised Gardens/Traditional Gardens 

 Flower Gardens 

 

School Gardens: Integrate gardens into your school employee wellness program and create 

new opportunities for staff, students and volunteers. 

 

School Garden Checklist – Let’s Move 

 

STEM in the Garden Curriculum – School Garden Project of Lane County 

 

Increasing Inclusion in the School Garden, Growing Success with School Gardens, On-site 

Composting at Schools – School Garden Project of Lane County 

 

Year Round Gardening Chart for the Willamette Valley – School Garden Project of Lane County 

 

USDA Plant Hardiness Zone Map – United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)  

 

Farm to School Planning Toolkit - USDA 

 

Oregon Farm to School and School Gardens – Oregon.gov 

 

Oregon Farm to School Grant Information – Oregon.gov 

 

Farm to School Planning Toolkit – USDA 

 

Toilet Paper Tube Seedling Pots – Thrifty Fun 

 

How to Create a Monarch Waystation – American Meadows 

 

Plants Kids Love to Touch – HGTV 

 

10 Easy to Grow Vegetables – Imperfectly Happy 

 

 

 

https://letsmove.obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/letsmove.gov/files/pdfs/LM%20School%20Garden%20Checklist_0.pdf
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/programs/stem/
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/resources/
https://www.schoolgardenproject.org/resources/
http://schoolgardenproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/Planning-3.-SGP-Planting-Chart-2014.pdf
http://planthardiness.ars.usda.gov/PHZMWeb/Default.aspx
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/f2s/F2S-Planning-Kit.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/childnutrition/F2S/Pages/OregonFarmtoSchoolandSchoolGardenProgram.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/childnutrition/F2S/Pages/ORf2sGrant.aspx
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/f2s/F2S-Planning-Kit.pdf
https://www.thriftyfun.com/Toilet-Paper-Tube-Seedling-Pots.html
https://www.americanmeadows.com/blog/2016/06/17/how-to-create-a-monarch-waystation/
http://www.hgtv.com/outdoors/flowers-and-plants/plants-kids-love-to-touch-pictures
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/easy-to-grow-vegetables/


General Garden Tips and Tricks: Use these strategies to enhance gardens in pots, 

planters, raised beds, or in large gardens!  

 

Top 10 Tips for New Gardeners - Imperfectly Happy 

 

Companion Planting/Bad Neighbors – Savvy Housekeeping 

 

6 Ways Marigolds Help Your Vegetable Garden – Imperfectly Happy 

 

Make a Watering Can from a Milk Jug – One Creative Mommy 

 

How to Attract Ladybugs – Balcony Garden Web 

 

How to Make a Bee Friendly Garden – Garden Therapy 

 

Building a Bee Waterer – The Walden Effect 

 

How Chickens Help a Garden – Imperfectly Happy  

 

How to Make a Toad House – Southern States 

 

How to Grow Seedlings in Eggshells – Is She Really 

 

How to Make Natural Pesticides for Your Plants – Bless My Weeds 

 

How to Use Eggs Shells in Your Garden – Premeditated Leftovers 

 

How to Use Coffee Grounds in Your Garden – Bees and Roses 

 

How to Use Orange Peels for a Better Garden – Imperfectly Happy 

 

How to Make a Rain Barrel – Empress of Dirt 

 

How to Compost Infographic – Craftsy 

 

How to Start Composting for Beginners – Bees and Roses 

 

What to Plant in May – Imperfectly Happy 

 

What to Plant in June – Imperfectly Happy 

 

What to Plant in August – Imperfectly Happy 

 

 

Small Space Gardens: No large backyard needed for these gardening strategies. 

 

Veggie Container Garden Guide – Desmina 

 

5 Best Container Vegetables for Beginning Gardeners – Brown Thumb mama 

 

https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/new-gardener/
http://www.savvyhousekeeping.com/companion-planting/
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/marigolds-in-the-vegetable-garden/
http://onecreativemommy.com/diy-watering-can/
http://balconygardenweb.com/26-plants-that-attract-ladybugs/
http://www.ebay.com/gds/Create-a-Bee-Friendly-Garden-/10000000205295501/g.html?roken2=ti.pU3RlcGhhbmllIFJvc2U=
http://www.waldeneffect.org/blog/Building_a_bee_waterer/
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/chickens-in-the-garden/
https://www.southernstates.com/articles/project-making-a-toad-house.aspx
http://isshereally.com/home/grow-seedlings-eggshells/
http://blessmyweeds.com/how-to-make-natural-pesticides-for-your-plants/7/
https://premeditatedleftovers.com/gardening/5-ways-use-egg-shells-garden/
http://beesandroses.com/2015/08/20/6-awesome-ways-use-coffee-grounds-garden/7/
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/use-orange-peels-better-garden/
https://empressofdirt.net/make-a-rain-barrel/
https://www.craftsy.com/gardening/article/how-to-compost-infographic/?ext=FB_GC_LP_Registrations_Blog_blog56_2015-05-26&utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=Social%20Engagement&utm_campaign=Gardening%20Club-Registrations&initialPage=true
http://beesandroses.com/2017/05/04/start-composting-beginners/
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/plant-in-may/
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/plant-in-june/
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/plant-in-august/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/527202700117886260/
https://brownthumbmama.com/5-best-container-vegetables/


10 Vegetables that Grow in Pots – Bees and Roses 

 

Growing Sprouted Onions – Anktangle  

 

Great Ways to Grow Strawberries – Family Food Garden 

 

How to Grow Spinach in a Pot – Balcony Garden Web 

 

How Not to Kill Plants in Containers – Balcony Garden Web 

 

Plastic Bottle Garden Ideas – Balcony Garden Web  

 

How to Build and Grow a Salad Garden on Your Balcony - eHow 

 

Do It Yourself Vertical Gardening Ideas – Mom with a Prep 

 

Going Up: Gutter Garden – Garden Gate eNotes 

 

Bike Tire Trellis – The Family Chapters 

 

Square Foot Gardening Mistakes – Learn from Ours First! – Mom with a Prep 

 

 

Herb Gardens: These small plants can pack a big punch and add to your home cooking!  

 

Anyone Can Grow Herbs - HouseBeautiful 

 

Herbs in Recycled Milk Carton Planters – Grillo Designs 

 

Mason Jar Herb Garden – The Contractor Chronicles 

 

Shoe Organizer Herbs: Vertical Garden – Drinking with Chickens 

 

Easiest Herbs to Grow Indoors – Desima 

 

10 Tiny Herb Garden Ideas That Will Fit in Any Apartment – Brit + Co  

 

Freeze and Preserve Fresh Herbs in Olive Oil – Kitchn 

 

 

Raised Beds/Traditional Gardens: Literally start from the ground up! 

 

Pros and Cons of Raised Garden Beds – Imperfectly Happy 

 

15 Cheap and Easy Do It Yourself Raised Garden Beds – Your House and Garden 

 

10 Vegetables that Love Shade – Bees and Roses 

 

5 Super Speedy Growing Vegetables – Savvy Gardening 

 

http://beesandroses.com/2016/06/09/10-vegetables-grow-pots/10/
http://www.anktangle.com/2011/03/growing-sprouted-onions.html?m=1
https://www.familyfoodgarden.com/great-ways-to-grow-strawberries/
http://balconygardenweb.com/how-to-grow-spinach-in-pots-growing-spinach-in-containers-care/
http://balconygardenweb.com/how-not-to-kill-plants-in-containers/
http://balconygardenweb.com/plastic-bottle-vertical-garden-soda-bottle-garden/
https://www.ehow.com/how_12343296_build-grow-salad-garden-balcony.html
https://momwithaprep.com/vertical-gardening-ideas/
http://www.gardengatenotes.com/2017/02/07/going-up/?utm_source=GardenGateNotes&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12024
https://thefamilychapters.wordpress.com/tag/sweet-pea-trellis/
https://momwithaprep.com/square-foot-gardening-mistakes/
https://www.housebeautiful.com/lifestyle/gardening/a3749/herb-growing-chart/?src=spr_FBPAGE&spr_id=1451_191884748
https://grillo-designs.com/diy-plastic-bottle-herb-garden/sthash.5s7G48tL.qjtu
http://thecontractorchronicles.com/2014/06/04/plant-herbs-mason-jars/
https://www.drinkingwithchickens.com/blog/vertical-cocktail-herbs?rq=pocket%20
https://www.desima.co/blog/2015/7/4/easiest-herbs-to-grow-indoors?utm_content=buffer4530a&utm_medium=social&utm_source=pinterest.com&utm_campaign=buffer
https://www.brit.co/edible-herb-garden-ideas-small-spaces/
https://www.thekitchn.com/freeze-herbs-in-olive-oil-173648
https://www.imperfectlyhappy.com/raised-garden-bed/
http://yourhouseandgarden.com/15-cheap-easy-diy-raised-garden-beds/
http://beesandroses.com/2016/10/13/10-vegetables-love-shade/11/
https://savvygardening.com/one-month-or-less-super-speedy-vegetables/


How to Make a Bean Teepee – Adventure-in-a-Box 

 

How to Grow Watermelon in Containers – Balcony Garden Web 

 

How to Grow Superb Summer Squash – Vegetable Gardener 

 

Fall Garden Planning – The Kitchengarten  

 

How to Make a Pallet Garden – Bright Nest 

 

 

Flower Gardens: This type of garden can add beauty to any area. 

 

Succulent Plants: A Desert Escape – Savvy Gardening  

 

10 of the Longest Flowering Perennials – Savvy Gardening 

 

Hardy Roses for the Modern Garden – Savvy Gardening 

 

Colorful Climbing Plants – Savvy Gardening 

 

Early Blooming Perennials: 10 Favorites – Savvy Gardening 

 

Top 10 Plants for Fragrance – Savvy Gardening 

 

Plants to Attract Hummingbirds and Butterflies – The Family Tree Inc. 

 

26 Plants that Grow in Shade – Morning Chores 

 

Shade-Happy Garden – Lowe’s 

 

24 Drought Tolerant Plants – Balcony Garden Web 

 

Top 10 Upcycled Garden Ideas – Upcycle That 

 

 

 

 

 

This list was curated by OEA Choice Trust. All articles and ideas are credited to their respective 

authors and bloggers. If for some reason a link does not work, try searching the article name and 

blogger name on Pinterest. 

 

 

https://www.adventure-in-a-box.com/how-to-make-a-bean-teepee-for-backyard-play/
http://balconygardenweb.com/growing-watermelon-in-containers-and-pots-vertically/
http://www.vegetablegardener.com/item/5352/how-to-grow-superb-summer-squash/page/all
https://thekitchengarten.com/fall-garden-planning/
https://brightnest.com/posts/learn-to-make-a-pallet-garden-in-7-easy-steps
https://savvygardening.com/succulent-plants-a-desert-escape/
https://savvygardening.com/longest-flowering-perennials/
https://savvygardening.com/hardy-roses-for-the-modern-garden/
https://savvygardening.com/add-height-to-your-garden-with-colorful-climbing-plants/
https://savvygardening.com/10-favorite-early-blooming-perennials/
https://savvygardening.com/top-10-plants-for-fragrance/
https://thefamilytreeinc.com/tips-advice/hummingbird-and-butterfly-buffet/
https://morningchores.com/plants-that-grow-in-shade/
https://www.lowes.com/creative-ideas/gardening-and-outdoor/small-shade-garden-plans/article?crlt.pid=camp.5GT7PhVnqPFv
http://balconygardenweb.com/24-best-drought-tolerant-plants/
https://www.upcyclethat.com/upcycled-garden-ideas/

